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of my colleagues in the Senate will 
join me and support this resolution and 
begin a much needed healing process in 
this Nation. 

Mr. President, I ask that the text of 
the joint resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the joint resolution was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD, as follows: 

S.J. RES. 14 

Whereas the ancestors of today’s Native 
Peoples inhabited the land of the present-day 
United States since time immemorial and 
for thousands of years before the arrival of 
people of European descent; 

Whereas for millennia, Native Peoples 
have honored, protected, and stewarded this 
land we cherish; 

Whereas Native Peoples are spiritual peo-
ple with a deep and abiding belief in the Cre-
ator, and for millennia Native Peoples have 
maintained a powerful spiritual connection 
to this land, as evidenced by their customs 
and legends; 

Whereas the arrival of Europeans in North 
America opened a new chapter in the history 
of Native Peoples; 

Whereas while establishment of permanent 
European settlements in North America did 
stir conflict with nearby Indian tribes, 
peaceful and mutually beneficial inter-
actions also took place; 

Whereas the foundational English settle-
ments in Jamestown, Virginia, and Plym-
outh, Massachusetts, owed their survival in 
large measure to the compassion and aid of 
Native Peoples in the vicinities of the settle-
ments; 

Whereas in the infancy of the United 
States, the founders of the Republic ex-
pressed their desire for a just relationship 
with the Indian tribes, as evidenced by the 
Northwest Ordinance enacted by Congress in 
1787, which begins with the phrase, ‘‘The ut-
most good faith shall always be observed to-
ward the Indians’’; 

Whereas Indian tribes provided great as-
sistance to the fledgling Republic as it 
strengthened and grew, including invaluable 
help to Meriwether Lewis and William Clark 
on their epic journey from St. Louis, Mis-
souri, to the Pacific Coast; 

Whereas Native Peoples and non-Native 
settlers engaged in numerous armed con-
flicts in which unfortunately, both took in-
nocent lives, including those of women and 
children; 

Whereas the Federal Government violated 
many of the treaties ratified by Congress and 
other diplomatic agreements with Indian 
tribes; 

Whereas the United States forced Indian 
tribes and their citizens to move away from 
their traditional homelands and onto feder-
ally established and controlled reservations, 
in accordance with such Acts as the Act of 
May 28, 1830 (4 Stat. 411, chapter 148) (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Indian Removal Act’’); 

Whereas many Native Peoples suffered and 
perished— 

(1) during the execution of the official Fed-
eral Government policy of forced removal, 
including the infamous Trail of Tears and 
Long Walk; 

(2) during bloody armed confrontations and 
massacres, such as the Sand Creek Massacre 
in 1864 and the Wounded Knee Massacre in 
1890; and 

(3) on numerous Indian reservations; 

Whereas the Federal Government con-
demned the traditions, beliefs, and customs 
of Native Peoples and endeavored to assimi-
late them by such policies as the redistribu-
tion of land under the Act of February 8, 1887 
(25 U.S.C. 331; 24 Stat. 388, chapter 119) (com-

monly known as the ‘‘General Allotment 
Act’’), and the forcible removal of Native 
children from their families to faraway 
boarding schools where their Native prac-
tices and languages were degraded and for-
bidden; 

Whereas officials of the Federal Govern-
ment and private United States citizens 
harmed Native Peoples by the unlawful ac-
quisition of recognized tribal land and the 
theft of tribal resources and assets from rec-
ognized tribal land; 

Whereas the policies of the Federal Gov-
ernment toward Indian tribes and the break-
ing of covenants with Indian tribes have con-
tributed to the severe social ills and eco-
nomic troubles in many Native communities 
today; 

Whereas despite the wrongs committed 
against Native Peoples by the United States, 
Native Peoples have remained committed to 
the protection of this great land, as evi-
denced by the fact that, on a per capita 
basis, more Native Peoples have served in 
the United States Armed Forces and placed 
themselves in harm’s way in defense of the 
United States in every major military con-
flict than any other ethnic group; 

Whereas Indian tribes have actively influ-
enced the public life of the United States by 
continued cooperation with Congress and the 
Department of the Interior, through the in-
volvement of Native individuals in official 
Federal Government positions, and by lead-
ership of their own sovereign Indian tribes; 

Whereas Indian tribes are resilient and de-
termined to preserve, develop, and transmit 
to future generations their unique cultural 
identities; 

Whereas the National Museum of the 
American Indian was established within the 
Smithsonian Institution as a living memo-
rial to Native Peoples and their traditions; 
and 

Whereas Native Peoples are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights, and among those are life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. RESOLUTION OF APOLOGY TO NA-

TIVE PEOPLES OF UNITED STATES. 
(a) ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND APOLOGY.—The 

United States, acting through Congress— 
(1) recognizes the special legal and polit-

ical relationship Indian tribes have with the 
United States and the solemn covenant with 
the land we share; 

(2) commends and honors Native Peoples 
for the thousands of years that they have 
stewarded and protected this land; 

(3) recognizes that there have been years of 
official depredations, ill-conceived policies, 
and the breaking of covenants by the Federal 
Government regarding Indian tribes; 

(4) apologizes on behalf of the people of the 
United States to all Native Peoples for the 
many instances of violence, maltreatment, 
and neglect inflicted on Native Peoples by 
citizens of the United States; 

(5) expresses its regret for the ramifica-
tions of former wrongs and its commitment 
to build on the positive relationships of the 
past and present to move toward a brighter 
future where all the people of this land live 
reconciled as brothers and sisters, and har-
moniously steward and protect this land to-
gether; 

(6) urges the President to acknowledge the 
wrongs of the United States against Indian 
tribes in the history of the United States in 
order to bring healing to this land; and 

(7) commends the State governments that 
have begun reconciliation efforts with recog-
nized Indian tribes located in their bound-
aries and encourages all State governments 

similarly to work toward reconciling rela-
tionships with Indian tribes within their 
boundaries. 

(b) DISCLAIMER.—Nothing in this Joint 
Resolution— 

(1) authorizes or supports any claim 
against the United States; or 

(2) serves as a settlement of any claim 
against the United States. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 121—DESIG-
NATING MAY 15, 2009, AS ‘‘EN-
DANGERED SPECIES DAY’’ 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. AKAKA, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. FEINGOLD, 
Mr. KERRY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. SANDERS, 
and Mr. WHITEHOUSE) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 121 

Whereas, in the United States and around 
the world, more than 1,000 species are offi-
cially designated as at risk of extinction and 
thousands more also face a heightened risk 
of extinction; 

Whereas the actual and potential benefits 
that may be derived from many species have 
not yet been fully discovered and would be 
permanently lost if not for conservation ef-
forts; 

Whereas recovery efforts for species such 
as the whooping crane, Kirtland’s warbler, 
the peregrine falcon, the gray wolf, the gray 
whale, the grizzly bear, and others have re-
sulted in great improvements in the viabil-
ity of such species; 

Whereas saving a species requires a com-
bination of sound research, careful coordina-
tion, and intensive management of conserva-
tion efforts, along with increased public 
awareness and education; 

Whereas 2⁄3 of endangered or threatened 
species reside on private lands; 

Whereas voluntary cooperative conserva-
tion programs have proven to be critical to 
habitat restoration and species recovery; and 

Whereas education and increasing public 
awareness are the first steps in effectively 
informing the public about endangered spe-
cies and species restoration efforts: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 15, 2009, as ‘‘Endangered 

Species Day’’; 
(2) encourages schools to spend at least 30 

minutes on Endangered Species Day teach-
ing and informing students about— 

(A) threats to endangered species around 
the world; and 

(B) efforts to restore endangered species, 
including the essential role of private land-
owners and private stewardship in the pro-
tection and recovery of species; 

(3) encourages organizations, businesses, 
private landowners, and agencies with a 
shared interest in conserving endangered 
species to collaborate in developing edu-
cational information for use in schools; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States— 

(A) to become educated about, and aware 
of, threats to species, success stories in spe-
cies recovery, and opportunities to promote 
species conservation worldwide; and 

(B) to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to introduce a resolution to 
establish the fourth annual Endangered 
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Species Day on May 15, 2009. I am in-
troducing this legislation with Sen-
ators COLLINS, BOXER, BROWN, CANT-
WELL, FEINGOLD, KERRY, LEVIN, SAND-
ERS, WHITEHOUSE, and AKAKA whose co-
sponsorship and support of this resolu-
tion I appreciate very much. 

The designation of Endangered Spe-
cies Day will provide many wonderful 
opportunities for Americans to famil-
iarize themselves with the status and 
recovery efforts of endangered species 
in our own country and around the 
world, including such magnificent spe-
cies as the polar bear. 

Last year, more than 100 events were 
held across the country to highlight 
endangered species success stories, and 
even more are slated for this year. Edu-
cational activities were held at zoos, 
aquariums, libraries, and schools 
across the country, including Disney’s 
Animal Kingdom in Florida, the San 
Diego Zoo in California, the Port Defi-
ance Zoo and Aquarium in Tacoma, 
Washington, and the Bronx Zoo in New 
York City. 

Based on the success of last year, I 
am confident that this year’s Endan-
gered Species Day will continue to fos-
ter increased awareness about endan-
gered species by encouraging edu-
cational activities such as school field 
trips to the zoo or attending an art fair 
at a local library. 

Endangered species recovery pro-
grams in California are great examples 
of the conservation and management 
efforts that have helped to signifi-
cantly restore populations of the Cali-
fornia condor and the California gray 
whale. Over 300 species classified as ei-
ther endangered or threatened live in 
California, and efforts to protect them 
will ensure that they continue to do so. 

Despite these success stories, we 
must consider what more can be done. 
There are over 5,000 threatened species 
that receive protection in the United 
States and abroad. An important step 
to preventing further threats to and 
endangerment of wildlife is to increase 
awareness about the seriousness of the 
problem and educating our youth on 
what we can do. 

I would also like to commend the In-
terior Secretary Ken Salazar and Com-
merce Secretary Gary Locke, who re-
cently lifted the Bush administration’s 
last-minute consultation rule. This 
will allow the United States to take 
immediate action to ensure that inde-
pendent wildlife experts are consulted 
on the impacts on endangered and 
threatened species. 

I am introducing this bill with the 
hope that Endangered Species Day can 
spark the interest in our youth to con-
tinue the conservation efforts that we 
have begun, but are still far from fin-
ishing. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 122—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 30, 2009, AS ‘‘DÍA 
DE LOS NIÑOS: CELEBRATING 
YOUNG AMERICANS’’, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. KENNEDY, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. MARTINEZ, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. NELSON of Florida, 
and Ms. STABENOW) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 122 

Whereas many nations throughout the 
world, and especially within the Western 
hemisphere, celebrate ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños’’, or 
‘‘Day of the Children’’, on the 30th of April, 
in recognition and celebration of their coun-
try’s future—their children; 

Whereas children represent the hopes and 
dreams of the people of the United States 
and are the center of American families; 

Whereas children should be nurtured and 
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit; 

Whereas according to the latest Census re-
port, there are more than 44,000,000 individ-
uals of Hispanic descent living in the United 
States, nearly 15,000,000 of whom are chil-
dren; 

Whereas Hispanics in the United States, 
the youngest and fastest growing ethnic 
community in the Nation, continue the tra-
dition of honoring their children on Dı́a de 
los Niños, and wish to share this custom 
with the rest of the Nation; 

Whereas the primary teachers of family 
values, morality, and culture are parents and 
family members, and we rely on children to 
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations; 

Whereas the importance of literacy and 
education are most often communicated to 
children through family members; 

Whereas families should be encouraged to 
engage in family and community activities 
that include extended and elderly family 
members and that encourage children to ex-
plore and develop confidence; 

Whereas the designation of a day to honor 
the children of the United States will help 
affirm for the people of the United States the 
significance of family, education, and com-
munity; 

Whereas the designation of a day of special 
recognition for the children of the United 
States will provide an opportunity for chil-
dren to reflect on their future, to articulate 
their aspirations, and to find comfort and se-
curity in the support of their family mem-
bers and communities; 

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has 
worked with cities throughout the Nation to 
declare April 30 as ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños: Cele-
brating Young Americans’’, a day to bring 
together Hispanics and other communities 
nationwide to celebrate and uplift children; 
and 

Whereas the children of a nation are the 
responsibility of all its people, and people 
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts 
of children to society: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 30, 2009, as ‘‘Dı́a de los 

Niños: Celebrating Young Americans’’; and 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to join with all children, families, organiza-
tions, communities, churches, cities, and 
States across the Nation to observe the day 

with appropriate ceremonies, including ac-
tivities that— 

(A) center around children, and are free or 
minimal in cost so as to encourage and fa-
cilitate the participation of all our people; 

(B) are positive and uplifting and that help 
children express their hopes and dreams; 

(C) provide opportunities for children of all 
backgrounds to learn about one another’s 
cultures and to share ideas; 

(D) include all members of the family, es-
pecially extended and elderly family mem-
bers, so as to promote greater communica-
tion among the generations within a family, 
enabling children to appreciate and benefit 
from the experiences and wisdom of their el-
derly family members; 

(E) provide opportunities for families with-
in a community to get acquainted; and 

(F) provide children with the support they 
need to develop skills and confidence, and to 
find the inner strength and the will and fire 
of the human spirit to make their dreams 
come true. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 123—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF MAY 2, 2009, AS 
‘‘VIETNAMESE REFUGEES DAY’’ 

Mr. WEBB submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 123 

Whereas the Library of Congress’ Asian Di-
vision together with many Vietnamese- 
American organizations across the United 
States will sponsor a ‘‘Journey to Freedom: 
A Boat People Retrospective’’ symposium on 
May 2, 2009; 

Whereas Vietnamese refugees were asy-
lum-seekers from Communist-controlled 
Vietnam; 

Whereas many Vietnamese escaped in 
boats during the late 1970s, after the Viet-
nam War and by land across the Cambodian, 
Laotian, and Thai borders into refugee 
camps in Thailand; 

Whereas over 2,000,000 Vietnamese boat 
people and other refugees are now spread 
across the world, in the United States, Aus-
tralia, Canada, France, England, Germany, 
China, Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea, the 
Philippines, and other nations; 

Whereas over half of all overseas Viet-
namese are Vietnamese-Americans, and Vi-
etnamese-Americans are the fourth-largest 
Asian American group in the United States; 

Whereas, as of 2006, 72 percent of Viet-
namese-Americans were naturalized United 
States citizens, the highest rate among all 
Asian groups; 

Whereas Vietnamese-Americans have made 
significant contributions to the rich culture 
and economic prosperity of the United 
States; 

Whereas Vietnamese-Americans have dis-
tinguished themselves in the fields of lit-
erature, the arts, science, and athletics, and 
include actors and actresses, physicists, an 
astronaut, and Olympic athletes; and 

Whereas May 2, 2009, would be an appro-
priate day to designate as ‘‘Vietnamese Ref-
ugees Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-
ignation of ‘‘Vietnamese Refugees Day’’ in 
order to commemorate the arrival of Viet-
namese refugees in the United States, to doc-
ument their harrowing experiences, and sub-
sequent achievements in their new home-
land, to honor the host countries that wel-
comed the boat people, and to recognize the 
voluntary agencies and nongovernmental or-
ganizations that facilitated their resettle-
ment, adjustment, and assimilation into 
mainstream society in the United States. 
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